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(57) Abstract: 

Provided are a method of managing defects in an optical disk, an optical disk 
apparatus, and an optical disk. To perform a defect management method according to the 
use of the optical disk or the type of data recorded on the optical disk, increase the exchange 
efficiency of the optical disk, and serve the convenience of recording audio/video data on the 
optical disk, the method includes determining criteria for detecting defects according to 
various types of data from which defects are to be detected, detecting defects using the 
determined criteria when data is recorded on or reproduced from the optical disk, preparing a 
plurality of criterion, and selecting one of the criterion according to the type of data from 
which defects are to be detected. In the method, reference control information is 
multiplexed and recorded on the inner and outer circumferences of the optical disk, 
information regarding the criterion used is allocated to all units into which data is recorded, 
and various criteria are set for each of a header defect and a data defect. Accordingly, it is 
possible to increase the recording reliability or a speed at which data is transmitted according 
to the use of the optical disk or the type of data recorded on the optical disk. 
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